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THE GfiEAT OOKEFSSIOH.. 

J. T. KOLP. 

The coasts of Csesarea , Fhillippi lay at 
the north-east extremity of Palestine. 
This quiet and distant retreat, Jesús ap- 
pears to have sought, with the view of 
talking over with the twelve, the fruits of 
hís past labors and breaking to them, for 
the first tíme, the sad intelligence of hís 
approaching death. We read in our les- 
son to-day that he aslced hís disciples 
saying, Whom do men say that I am? 
What are the views generally entertained 
of me the Son of Man, after going up and 
down among them so long. He had now 
closed the first greatstage of his ministry, 
and was just entering on the last dark 
one, so to speak. His spirit burdened, 
sought relief in retirement not only from 
the multitude but even for a season from 
the twelve. He retreated in to the secret 
places of the most high, potiring out his 
soul in supplications and prayers ; with 
:;trong crying and tears, of which we read 
ïa Hebrews 5 : 7. And on rejoining his 
disciples, and as they were pursuing their 
quiet journey, He asked them the ques- 
tion. And they said, "Some say that 
thou art John the Baptist, so me Klias anr! 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophetíi. 

How do you suppose the Savior feSt in 
regard to these views and opinions of 
men, after laboring among them for three 
years. Now after all this time in minis- 
tering and perforndng miracles, such as 
healing the síck, raising the dead, caus- 
sng the blind to see, the lame to walk, the 
dumb to speak, the deaf to hear. As the 
result of all this, I am taken for John the 
Baptist, for Klias, forJJeremiah or one of 
the prophets. But the Savior had this 
confidence that there were some with hím 
who had beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father; and I 
shall hear their voice, for it is sweet. 

Our Lord knew all these varied and 
false opinions concerning him among men. 
He knew also that hte disciples had 
higher and better thoughts of him, and 
probably that their thoughts were some- 
timcs confused and perplexing. Some- 
times believing him to be the Christ of 
Ood ; and sometimes doubting as John 
the Baptist did when in prison, when he 
sent two of his disciples, and said unto 
him, "Art thou he that should come, or 
do we look for another." The time had 
now conie vvhen there was need that all 
qüestions concerning himself in the minds 
and hearts of his disciples must be set at 
rest. So he turns to them, after their re- 
port of the opinions of men, with the 
direct and pointed question : But whom 
say ye that I am ? Who would undertake 
to answer? It came quickly and without 


hesitation from Peter. He was on this 
occasion as on pthers, the mouthpiece of 
all his brethren. That answer was in his 
soul, burning like fi re. And as soon as 
the great question dropped from the 
Saviors lips, the answer burst forth like a 
rlame. "Thou art the Christ the Son of 
the living God. ". This confession of Peter 
was (1) an exhaustive one. It was a 
genuine true confession of faíth. It con- 
tains the sum ànd substance of Christian 
Theology. Who ever makes it from the 
heart, is truly born again, and hath the 
witness'of his salvation in himself. I John 
5 : 5-10. Please read at your leisure. 

(2.) This confession was an inspired 
one. "Flesh and blood hath not reveal- 
ed this to thee. " By this expression we 
are to understand that Peter's confession 
was not the result of humà» teaching or 
conference ; he had not learned it from 
men, or by his own mental process. God 
had revealed it to him by his spirit direct- 
ly, It had been llashcd in upon his mimi 
and soul as a Hght from heaven, we do 
not know, nor is it a matter of moment, 
how God revealed it. It is sufhcicnt that 
it was a revelation. We are taught in the 
scriptures that even now, no man can say 
that Jesús is Lord but by the spirit of 
God. Men may say it by the aid of flesh 
and blood, in response to mere creed 
staíeinents, but they cannot know or con- 
fess itsavingly, butby the spirit. For it is 
this spiritual knowledge of Jesús Chrirt 
as the Son of God that constitutes eternal 
life. I John 5 : 20. 

(3). This confession was a blessed one. 
Blessed art thou. The word blessed 
means happy. And surely no man is 
truly happy, or can be, until he knows 
God, and has God's life in his soul. This 
kr.owledge of God and this possession of 
elernal life, comes only through a spirit 
ual knowledge of Jesús Christ, as the Son 
of the living God. Let us test our happi- 
ness by this knowledge. 

The central question concerning Jesús 
Christ is settled in this confession. By 
this title was he announced to the vvorld 
before he was born, by it he was entcified 
from heaven, by the voice of God he was 
challenged by the devil in the wiklerness, 
and unwillingly confessed by the detnons 
whom he cast out, for asserting this of 
himself. He was put to death as a blas- 
phemer. And thus was the great question, 
of his resurrection from the dead, for- 
ever settled. It is the central question 
involved in the controversy of Christian- 
ity, with the unbelieving world of to day. 
Therefore we cannot pay too strict atten- 
tion and heed to its import and im- 
portance. 

Notice some points of special interest 
in this confession. 


r. Thou art the Christ. No mere 
prophet, however great, good and honor- 
able but the very Christ. The anointed 
one whom all the Jews understand to be 
idèntica! with Jehovah himself. 

2; The son. Not a son however ex- 
alted. Thou art not in comparison with 
any other son, for thou art the only be- 
gotten Son of God. Though thou art the 
son of min, we see in the gtimpse of that 
which rises far above mere humanity. It 
must be the case that God is thy Father 
in a far higher sense than he is our father. 
Thou art superior in excellance in this, as 
in all else that concerns thee. Not in de* 
gree only, but in na turc and kind. We 
are the sons of God by adoption ; but 
thou art the Son of God by eternal na- 
ture. 

3. Of the living God. God to us is 
no mere unconscious ground of being, no 
mere philosophical starting point but a 
living being thinking, feeling willing and 
acting. From whose bosom thou hast 
come forth as the express image of his 
person, and the very brightness of his 
glory. All this is very far reaching and 
exhaustive and indicates how perfectly 
the spirit of God had revealed this to 
Peter, and nodoubt to the other disciples. 

Is Jesús Christ to you and to me the 
Son of the living 'God. If he is less than 
this to you .and to me, we cannot truly be 
either blessed or happy, as God counts 
men blessed and happy. And any happt- 
ness short of this seal must be a spurious 
kind which will prové imperfect and must 
come to naught in the tíme when all our 
spiritual blessings are put to test. If we 
desire to be owned of Christ in the day of 
judgment, we must be governed by his 
will ; and must not be ashamed to ac~ 
knowledge him before men and must obey 
his com mamis perseveringlv. If we are 
ashamed to own Christ here in this world, 
Christ will be ashamed of us when he 
cometh in Ihe glory of his Father with the 
Holy àngels. May God bless us all is my 
prayer. 


God never accepts a good inclinalion 
instead of a.good action, where that ac- 
tion may be d one ; nay, sn rnuch the con- 
trarv, that if a good inclination be not 
seeonded by a good action, the want of 
that action is made so much the morè 
criminal and inexcusable. — Stn/t/t. 


Fajth fumishes the wcll-accredíted 
prosp^Ct of eternal life in death, and en- 
ables the believér to realize this prospect 
in heaven forever, where our felicity shall 
lengthen to infinitude, where virtue shall 
no longer struggle with misfortune, and 
pain and sin shall prova i 1 no morè. 


